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CALIPHATE 

On the death of the prophet Muhammad in 631, his political power at Mecca (Makkah) and Medina (al- 
Madinah) passed to a caliph (halifah) or “successor” chosen from among his companions to serve as the political 
head of the otherwise religiously defined Islamic community. The first of these caliphs, Abu-Bakr, suppressed an 
Arab revolt and kept the Muslim polity intact, while the second, 'Umar I, commenced the conquest of the Near 
East, engaging both the Persian and the Roman (Byzantine) empires. At this point the caliph was defined as the 
amir al-mu'minin (“commander of the faithful”). The murders of the Umayyad 'Utman and of his successor 'All 
initiated a long conflict which later developed into the antagonism between the Sunni and Si'ah (the faction of 
'All). In 66 1 Mu'awiya I established the Umayyad dynasty, which reigned from Damascus (Dimasq) and under 
which the caliphate extended from Spain to the Indus valley. The Umayyads held the caliphate until overthrown 
in 750 by a rebellion of underprivileged “new” Muslims in the east, which was exploited by the 'Abbasids. The 
caliph al-Mansur established his capital at Baghdad (Bagdad) in 'Iraq and the 'Abbasid caliphate flourished, but 
after the death of Harun al-Rasid the outlying provinces started to become autonomous and their amirs 
gradually asserted their independence. The caliph al-Ma'mun adopted the title of imam (hitherto claimed by the 
'Alid leaders), which emphasized the caliph’s spiritual authority, but met with determined opposition by 
religious scholars; eventually efforts to enforce this claim were abandoned in 848. 

The capital was moved temporarily to the palace city of Samarra (836—892), where the caliphs started to 
become increasingly dependent on their private armies composed largely of military slaves [gulams or mamluk s), 
most of them of Turkish extraction. Even after the return to Baghdad and the decline of mamluk influence the 
caliphs continued to be dominated by the military establishment. This process reached its culmination in 945, 
when the leader of the Persian Buwayhid family took the title of amir al-umard : ' (“commander of commanders”) 
and came to act as protector of the caliph, in spite of their Si'i sympathies; Buywayhid princes reigned over most 
of Iran as kings, even adopting the old Persian imperial title (sdhdnsdh). In 1055 the Buwayhids were 
overthrown by the Sunni Saljuq Turks, whose sultan established a protectorate over the caliphate that lasted 
until the Saljuqids themselves lost power by engaging in protracted internecine struggles by the late 12 th century. 
Although the caliph recovered some of his political power in the 12 th and 13 th centuries, his authority beyond 
the environs of Baghdad was purely nominal and confined to Sunni Islam. In 1258 Baghdad was conquered by 
the Mongols of Hiilagu, and the caliphate was overthrown. 

Surviving 'Abbasid princes established a line of caliphs under Mamluk protection at Cairo (al-Qahirah), but 
they never wielded any significant political authority, although al-Musta'in became momentarily sultan in 1412. 
When the Ottoman Turks conquered Mamluk Egypt in 1517, the 'Abbasid caliphate was suppressed and was 
later said to have been transferred to the Ottoman sultans themselves. The last Ottoman monarch, 'Abd-al- 
Majid II, reigned as caliph only, and on his deposition in 1924 the Hasimite sarif of Mecca Husayn ibn 'All, a 
descendant of the Prophet and king (malik) of Hijaz (since 1916), assumed the title of caliph, but faced so much 
Arab hostility that he was forced to abdicate later the same year. 

The list below traces the succession of Sunni caliphs from the death of the prophet Muhammad until 1924, 
followed by lists of their chief competitors, the Si'i Fatimids of the Magrib and Egypt, and the Sunni Umayyads 
of Spain. Names are rendered in standard Arab forms. Arabic nomenclature could be quite elaborate, and 
consisted of several fairly constant forms, including the ism (personal name, e.g., 'Abd-Allah), preceded by the 
kunyah (e.g., Abu-Ja'far, “Father of Ja'far”), and succeeded by the laqab (honorific, e.g., al-Mansur, “the 
Victorious”). Most Rasidun and Umayyad caliphs are known by their personal names, with the notable 
exception of Abu-Bakr (a kunyah which subsequently acquired popularity as an ism), while their 'Abbasid and 
Fatimid successors are known by their honorifics. The Ottomans and the Umayyads of Spain (though the latter 
took honorifics as caliphs) are known by their personal names. In the list below, if a caliph is usually known by 
his honorific, this is followed by his personal name in parentheses. 

The Prophet of Islam at Medina (al-Madinah) 

622—632 Muhammad ... son of'Abd-Allah, son of'Abd-al-Muttalib, son of Hasim, son of'Abd-Manaf, 

son of Qusayy; also Mecca (Makkah) 630 
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Rasidiln (“Orthodox”) caliphs at Medina (al-Madinah) 

631—634 Abu-Bakr ('Abd-Allah) ... son of Abu-Quhafah; father of Muhammad’s wife 'A’isah 
634—644 'Umar I ... son of al-Hattab; father of Muhammad’s wife Hafsah 

644—656 'Utman ... son of'Affan, son of Abu-al-'As, son of Umayyah, son of 'Abd-Sams, son of 
'Abd-Manaf, son of Qusayy; husband of Ruqayyah, daughter of Muhammad 
656—661 'All ... son of Abu-Talib, son of'Abd-al-Muttalib; husband of Fatimah, daughter of 

Muhammad 

661 al-Hasan ... son of 'All; abdicated, died 669 

Umayyad caliphs at Damascus (Dimasq) 

661—680 Mu'awiyah I ... son of Abu-Sufyan, son of Fdarb, son of Umayyah 
680—683 Yazid I... son of Mu'awiyah I 

— 'Abd-Allah ... son of al-Zubayr, son of al-'Awamm, son of Huwaylid, son of Asad, son of 

'Abd-al-'Uzzah, son of Qusayy; rival at Mecca and Medina 680—691 

683— 684 Mu'awiyah II... son ofYazld I 

684— 685 Marwan I ... son of al-Hakam 

685— 705 'Abd-al-Malik ... son of Marwan I 
705—715 al-Walid I ... son of 'Abd-al-Malik 
715 —717 Sulayman ... son of 'Abd-al-Malik 

717—720 'Umar II ... son of'Abd-al- c AzIz, son of Marwan I 
720—724 Yazid II ... son of'Abd-al-Malik 
724—743 Hisam ... son of c Abd-al-Malik 

743— 744 al-Walid II ... son ofYazld II 

744 Yazid III ... son of al-Walid I 

744 Ibrahim ... son of al-Walid I; deposed, died 750 

744— 750 Marwan II ... son of Muhammad, son of c Abd-al-Malik 

'Abbasid caliphs at Baghdad (Bagdad) 

750 —754 al-Saffah ('Abd-Allah) ... son of Muhammad, son of'All, son of'Abd-Allah, son of al-'Abbas, 

son of 'Abd-al-Muttalib 

754—775 al-Mansur ('Abd-Allah) ... brother of al-Saffah 
77 5 — 785 al-Mahdl (Muhammad) ... son of al-Mansur 

785— 786 al-Hadl (Musa) ... son of al-Mahdl 

786— 809 al-Rasld (Harun) ... son of al-Mahdl 

809—813 al-Amln (Muhammad) ... son of al-Rasld 
813—833 al-Ma’mun ('Abd-Allah) ... son of al-Rasld 

— Ibrahim ... son of al-Mahdl; rival 817—819; died 839 
833—842 al-Mu'tasim (Muhammad) ... son of al-Rasld 

— al-'Abbas ... son of al-Ma’mun; rival 833; died 838 
842—847 al-Watiq (Harun) ... son of al-Mu'tasim 
847—861 al-Mutawakkil (Ja'far) ... son of al-Mu'tasim 

861— 862 al-Muntasir (Muhammad) ... son of al-Mutawakkil 

862— 866 al-Musta'In (Ahmad) ... son of Muhammad, son of al-Mu'tasim; deposed, died 866 

866—869 al-Mu'tazz (Muhammad) ... son of al-Mutawakkil 

869— 870 al-Muhtadi (Muhammad) ... son of al-Watiq 

870— 892 al-Mu'tamid (Ahmad) ... son of al-Mutawakkil 

892—902 al-Mu'tadid (Ahmad) ... son of Talhah al-Muwaffaq, son of al-Mutawakkil 
902—908 al-Muktafi ('All) ... son of al-Mu'tadid 
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908 
908 
908—919 
919 
919-931 
931-934 
934-940 
940-944 
944-946 
946-974 
974-991 
991 —103 I 
103 I —1075 
1075-1094 
1094—1118 
1118—1135 

1135— 1136 

1136— 1160 
1160—1170 
1170—1180 
1180—1115 

1115— 1116 

1116— 1141 
1141—1158 


1161—1161 
1161—1301 

1301—1340 

1340- 1341 

1341- 1351 
1341—1361 
1361-1377 

1377 

1377-1383 

1383—1386 

1386—1389 

1389—1406 

1406—1414 

1414-1441 

1441-1451 

1451-1455 

1455-1479 

1479-1497 

1497-1508 


al-Muqtadir (Ja'far) ... son of al-Mu'tadid; deposed 

al-Muntasif (al-Murtada) ... son of al-Mu'tazz 

al-Muqtadir (Ja'far) ... restored; deposed 

al-Qahir (Muhammad) ... son of al-Mu'tadid; deposed 

al-Muqtadir (Ja'far) ... restored 

al-Qahir (Muhammad) ... restored; deposed, died 950 

al-Radi (Ahmad) ... son of al-Muqtadir 

al-Muttaql (Ibrahim) ... son of al-Muqtadir; deposed, died 968 
al-Mustakfi ( r Abd-Allah) ... son of al-Muktafl; deposed, died 949 
al-Muti' (al-Fadl) ... son of al-Muqtadir; deposed, died 974 
al-Ta’i c ( r Abd-al-KarIm) ... son of al-Muti'; deposed, died 1003 
al-Qadir (Ahmad) ... son of al-Muttaql 
al-Qa’im ( r Abd-Allah) ... son of al-Qadir 

al-Muqtadi ('Abd-Allah) ... son of Muhammad, son of al-Qa’im 

al-Mustazhir (Ahmad) ... son of al-Muqtadi 

al-Mustarsid (al-Fadl) ... son of al-Mustazhir 

al-Rasid (al-Mansur) ... son of al-Mustasid; deposed, died 1138 

al-Muqtafi (Muhammad) ... son of al-Mustazhir 

al-Mustanjid (Yusuf) ... son of al-Muqtafi 

al-Mustadi’ (al-Hasan) ... son of al-Mustanjid 

al-Nasir (Ahmad) ... son of al-Mustadi’ 

al-Zahir (Muhammad) ... son of al-Nasir 

al-Mustansir (al-Mansur) ... son of al-Zahir 

al-Musta'sim ( c Abd-Allah) ... son of al-Mustansir 

(overthrow of the caliphate by the Mongol Il-Hdns 1158; interregnum until 1161) 

'Abbasid caliphs at Cairo (al-Qahirah) 

al-Mustansir (Ahmad) ... son of al-Zahir; acclaimed at Cairo 

al-Hakim I (Ahmad) ... son of al-Hasan, son of Abu-Bakr, son of'All, son of al-Hasan, son 
of al-Rasid; rival at Aleppo (Halab) 1161 — 1161 
al-Mustakfi I (Sulayman) ... son of al-Hakim I 

al-Watiq I (Ibrahim) ... son of Muhammad al-Mustamsik, son of al-Hakim I 
al-Hakim II (Ahmad) ... son of al-Mustakfi I 
al-Mu'tadid I (Abu-Bakr) ... son of al-Mustakfi I 
al-Mutawakkil I (Muhammad) ... son of al-Mu'tadid I; deposed 

al-Mu r tasim (Zakariyya’) ... son of Ibrahim al-Musta r sim, brother of al-Watiq I; deposed 

al-Mutawakkil I (Muhammad) ... restored; deposed 

al-Watiq II ('Umar) ... brother of al-Mu r tasim 

al-Mu r tasim (Zakariyya’) ... restored 

al-Mutawakkil I (Muhammad) ... restored 

al-Musta c In (aHAbbas) ... son of al-Mutawakkil I; sultan of Egypt 1412; deposed, died 1430 

al-Mu'tadid II (Dawud) ... son of al-Mutawakkil I 

al-Mustakfi II (Sulayman) ... son of al-Mutawakkil I 

al-Qa’im (Hamzah) ... son of al-Mutawakkil I; deposed, died 1458 

al-Mustan)id (Yusuf) ... son of al-Mutawakkil I 

al-Mutawakkil II ( c Abd-al- r Aziz) ... son of al-Musta c In 

al-Mustamsik (Ya'qub) ... son of al-Mutawakkil II; deposed 
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1508—1516 al-Mutawakkil III (Muhammad) ... son of al-Mustamsik; deposed 

1516— 1517 al-Mustamsik (Ya'qub) ... restored; deposed, died 1511 

1517 al-Mutawakkil III (Muhammad) ... restored; deposed, died 1543 

Ottoman caliphs at Istanbul 

1517— 1510 Salim I, the Grim ... son of the Ottoman sultan Bayezit II; Ottoman sultan since 1511 
1510—1566 Sulayman I, the Laivgiver ... son of Salim I 

1566—1574 Salim II, the Sot ... son of Sulayman I 

1574—1595 Murad III 1 ... son of Salim II 

1 595 —1603 Muhammad III 2 ... son of Murad III 

1603 —1617 Ahmad I, the Fortunate ... son of Muhammad III 

1617— 1618 Mustafa I, the Mad ... son of Muhammad III; deposed 

1618— 1611 'Utman II 3 , the Young... son of Ahmad I; deposed, died 1611 

1611—1613 Mustafa I, the Mad ... restored; deposed, died 1639 

1613—1640 Murad IV, the Conqueror ... son of Ahmad I 

1640—1648 Ibrahim, the Mad ... son of Ahmad I; deposed, died 1648 

1648—1687 Muhammad IV, the Hunter ... son of Ibrahim; deposed, died 1691 

1687—1691 Sulayman II ... son of Ibrahim 

1691 —1695 Ahmad II ... son of Ibrahim 

1695 — 1703 Mustafa II ... son of Muhammad IV; deposed, died 1703 

1703 — 1730 Ahmad III ... son of Muhammad IV; deposed, died 1736 

1730—1754 Mahmud I ... son of Mustafa II 

1754—1757 'Utman III ... son of Mustafa II 

1757—1773 Mustafa III ... son of Ahmad III 

1773 — 1789 'Abd-al-Hamid I ... son of Ahmad III 

1789—1807 Salim III ... son of Mustafa III; deposed, died 1808 

1807— 1808 Mustafa IV ... son of 'Abd-al-Hamid I; deposed, died 1808 

1808— 1839 Mahmud II ... son of'Abd-al-Hamid I 
1839—1861 'Abd-al-Ma)id I ... son of Mahmud II 

1861 —1876 'Abd-al-'Aziz ... son ofMahmud II; deposed, died 1876 
1876 Murad V ... son of'Abd-al-Ma)id I; deposed, died 1904 
1876—1909 'Abd-al-Hamid II ... son of'Abd-al-Ma)id I; deposed, died 1918 
I 9°9 — 1918 Muhammad V Rasad ... son of'Abd-al-Ma)ld I 

1918—1911 Muhammad VI Wahid-al-Din ... son of'Abd-al-Majid I; fled the country; deposed, died 1916 
1911—1914 'Abd-al-Majld II ... son of'Abd-al-'Aziz; deposed, died 1944 

Hasimite caliphs at Mecca (Makkah) 

1914—1915 Husayn ... son of'All, son of w/jfMuhammad VIII, son of'Abd-al-Mu'In, son of'Awn, 
son of Muhsin, son of 'Abd-Allah, son of al-Husayn, son of 'Abd-Allah, son of sarif al- 
Hasan IV, son of Abu-Numayy Muhammad II, son of Barakat II, son of Muhammad V, 
son of Barakat I, son of al-Hasan III, son of 'Ajlan, son of Rumaytah, son of Abu- 
Numayy Muhammad I, son of 'All I, son of Qatadah, son of Idris, son of Muta'in, son 
of 'Abd-al-Karim, son of'Isa, son of al-Husayn, son of Sulayman, son of'All, son of 
'Abd-Allah, son of Muhammad, son of Musa, son of'Abd-Allah, son of Musa, son of 

1 The numbering includes earlier Ottoman rulers of that name (Murat I and II). 

2 The numbering includes earlier Ottoman rulers of that name (Mehmet I and II). 

3 The numbering includes earlier Ottoman rulers of that name (Osman I). 
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c Abd-Allah, son of al-Hasan, son of the caliph al-Hasan; sarif of Mecca and king of 
Hijaz; deposed, died 1931 
(overthrow of the caliphate by the Al-Su c ud 1914) 

RIVAL SKI CALIPHS IN NORTH AFRICA AND EGYPT: FATIMIDS 

In 909 c Abd-Allah al-Mahdl, a reputed descendant of the caliph 'All, founded a SH caliphate in Berber 
north Africa (Ifriqiyah) after overthrowing the local Aglabid dynasty of 'Abbasid governors. The Si'i caliphate 
was at first centered at al-Mahdiyyah in Tunisia, but came to dominate the entire Magrib, and following the 
conquest of Egypt in 969 the capital was relocated to the newly built city of Cairo (al-Qahirah) in 972. At its 
height, the Fatimid caliphate extended from Morocco to Syria, but control over the western provinces quickly 
became nominal and was lost completely in the early 1 i th century. The Fatimid caliphs, now increasingly 
confined to Egypt, started becoming dependent on their viziers and army commanders, and in 1171 the Ayyubid 
Salah-al-Din (Saladin) proclaimed the abolition of the caliphate, and the restoration of Egypt’s allegiance to the 
'Abbasid caliph of Bagdad. Actual power in Egypt and Syria passed to the Ayyubid sultans. 

Fatimid Caliphs in al-Mahdiyyah and then Cairo (al-Qahirah) 
al-Mahdl ( r Abd-Allah) ... son of al-Husayn, son of Ahmad, son of r Abd-Allah, son of 
Ahmad, son of Muhammad, son of Ismail, son of Muhammad, son of Ja'far, son of 
Muhammad, son of'All, son of al-Husayn, son of the caliph 'All 
al-Qa’im (Muhammad) ... son of al-Mahdl 
al-Mansur (Ismail) ... son of al-Qa’im 
al-MuIzz (Ma'add) ... son of al-Mansur 
al-'Aziz (Nizar) ... son of al-MuIzz 
al-Hakim (al-Mansur) ... son of al-'AzIz 
al-Zahir ('All) ... son of al-Hakim 
al-Mustansir (Ma'add) ... son of al-Zahir 
al-Mustali (Ahmad) ... son of al-Mustansir 
al-Amir (al-Mansur) ... son of al-Mustali 

al-Hafiz ('Abd-al-Majld) ... son of Muhammad, son of al-Mustansir; regent 11130—1131 4 
al-Zafir (Ismail) ... son of al-Hafiz 
al-Fa’iz (Isa) ... son of al-Zafir 

al-'Adid ( r Abd-Allah) ... son of Yusuf, son of al-Hafiz 
(overthrow of the caliphate by the Ayyubids 1171) 

RIVAL SUNNI CALIPHS IN SPAIN (al-ANDALUS) 

The Visigothic kingdom of Spain was conquered by the Islamic caliphate starting in 711 and a long line of 
caliphal governors was succeeded by the fugitive Umayyad prince 'Abd-al-Rahman in 756. He set himself up as 
hereditary amir of al-Andalus, de facto independent from the 'Abbasid caliphs of Bagdad, who were too distant 
to resist the effective secession of the area. The Umayyad state was centered on Cordoba (Qurtubah) and 
competed for control of northern Spain with virtually independent Muslim princes and Christian kingdoms. 
After the Fatimids established themselves as Sl r I caliphs in Ifriqiyah, the Umayyad amir r Abd al-Rahman III 
followed suit, and proclaimed himself caliph in 929. After the death of al-Hakam II in 976 the caliphs gradually 
lost power and the fortunes of the caliphate were sustained only by the able general and chamberlain ( hdjib ) al- 
Mansur, who kept internal peace and waged war on the Christians in the north. His death in 1002, and those of 
his sons in 1008 and 1009, led to two decades of dynastic struggles among the last Umayyads and their 
Hammudid rivals, and finally to the abolition of the caliphate in 1031. Muslim Spain was divided among the 

4 During his regency, al-Hafiz nominally governed in the name of a non-extant caliph designated al-Muntazar 
(“the expected one”), a title perhaps reflecting the claims of Tayyib, son of al-Amir. 


909-934 

934-946 
946-953 
953-975 
975-996 
996—1021 
1021 — 1036 
1036—1094 
1094—1101 
1101 —1130 
1131 —1149 
1149-1154 
1154—1160 
1160—1171 
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numerous minor kingdoms (muluk al-taivdHf) that had begun to emerge in the interim. To survive against the 
resumed Reconquista by the Christian kingdoms of Leon-Castile and Aragon, these petty states repeatedly sought 
the protection of the rulers of Morocco, whose interference in al-Andalus brought mixed results, partly 
displacing local Muslim regimes, and only temporarily containing the Reconquista. 


Umayyad Dynasty 
756-788 
788—796 
796—811 
811—851 
851—886 
886-888 
888—911 
911—961 
961—976 
976—1009 

1009 

1009— 1010 

1010 

1010— 1013 
1013—1016 

Hammudid Dynasty 
1016—1018 

Umayyad Dynasty 
1018 

Hammudid Dynasty 
1018—1011 

1011— 1013 
1013 

Umayyad Dynasty 
1013—1014 
1013—1015 

Hammudid Dynasty 

1015— 1016 

Umayyad Dynasty 

1016— 1031 


Amirs and caliphs at Cordoba (Qurtubah) 

'Abd-al-Rahman I ... son of Mu'awiyah, son of the caliph Hisam; amir of al-Andalus 

Hisam I ... son of 'Abd-al-Rahman I 

al-Hakam I... son of Hisam I 

'Abd-al-Rahman II ... son of al-Hakam I 

Muhammad I ... son of 'Abd-al-Rahman II 

al-Mundir ... son of Muhammad I 

'Abd-Allah ... son of Muhammad I 

'Abd-al-Rahman III, al-Nasir ... son of Muhammad, son of'Abd-Allah; caliph 919 
al-Hakam II, al-Mustansir ... son of 'Abd-al-Rahman III 
Hisam II, al-Mu’ayyad ... son of al-Hakam II; deposed 5 

Muhammad II, al-Mahdl ... son of Hisam, son of 'Abd-al-Jabbar, son of 'Abd-al-Rahman III; 
deposed 

Sulayman, al-Musta'in ... son of al-Hakam, son of Sulayman, son of 'Abd-al-Rahman III; 
deposed 

Muhammad II, al-Mahdl ... restored 
Hisam II, al-Mu’ayyad ... restored 
Sulayman, al-Musta'in ... restored 

'All, al-Nasir ... son of Hammud 

'Abd-al-Rahman IV, al-Murtada ... son of Muhammad, son of'Abd-al-Malik, son of 
'Abd-al-Rahman III 

al-Qasim, al-Ma’mun ... brother of'All; deposed 
Yahya, al-Mu'tall ... son of'All; deposed 
al-Qasim, al-Ma’mun ... restored; deposed, died 1036 

'Abd-al-Rahman V, al-Mustazhir ... brother of Muhammad II 
Muhammad III, al-Mustakfl... son of'Abd-al-Rahman, son of 'Ubayd-Allah, son of 
'Abd-al-Rahman III 

Yahya, al-Mu'tall ... restored; deposed, died 1035 

Hisam III, al-Mu'tadd ... brother of'Abd-al-Rahman IV; deposed, died 1036 
(overthrow of the caliphate by the Cordobans 1031) 


5 During the reign of Hisam II actual power was wielded by the 'Amirid chamberlain or hdjib Muhammad al- 
Mansur (son of'Abd-Allah ibn Abl-'Amir) in 978—1001, and then his sons and successors 'Abd-al-Malik al- 
Muzaffar in 1001—1008 and 'Abd-al-Rahman al-Ma’mun Sanjtd in 1008—1009. 



